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For more information call us at 831-624-2737

The Beginning/Intermediate hikes will meet at the base of the hiking trail Monday momnings at 8:30 am. Participants are
encouraged to sign up ahead of time at the front desk. It is recommended that participants bring plenty of water, snack/food, proper
hiking shoes, and a walking stick if needed. A detailed map may be picked up at CVAC a week prior to the hike

Hiking Distance- 1.8 mile loop

Hiking Time- 1 hour

Elevation Gain: 200 feet

Summary of hike-The undeveloped Garrapata State Park stretches along four miles of scenic coastline and extends into the inland
mountains. These costal bluffs trails along Soberanes Point lead to a myriad of crenelated coves, hidden beaches, and rocky points.
Soberanes Point, a popular whale-watching spot, is a serrated headland backed by Whale Peak, a 280-foot hill overlooking the
Pacific. The trail circles the headland, then climbs Whale Peak. From the summit are 360-degree panoramic views from Yankee Point
in the north to Point Sur in the south. Driving Directions- From Highway 1 and Rio Road in Carmel, drive 6.8 miles south on Highway
1 to the unsigned parking pullouts on both sides of the road. The pullouts are located by a tin roof barn on the inland side of the
highway.

Hiking distance- 2 mile loop

Hiking Time- 1 hour

Elevation Gain- 200 feet

Summary of hike- The Earl Moser Trail was built in 1981 as a tribute to Earl Moser for his many years of community service and help
in acquiring portions of jacks Peak Park. The trail loops around the east end of the park and follows the mesa-like ridge past several
viewing benches. The vistas extend acrossCarmel Valley to point Lobos. The Medrone Trail, our return route, meanders through a
lush draw filled with wildflowers in a garden like setting.

Driving directions- From Highway 1 in Monterey, take the Highway 68 east/ Salinas Exit and drive 1.6 miles to the signed turnoff for
Jacks Peak Park at Olmstead Road. Turn right and continue 1 mile to Jack Peak Drive. Turn left and drive 1.2 miles to the entrance
station and the road split. Turn left and follow the park road 0.4 to the east Picnic parking area at the end of the road.

Hiking distance- 3.6 mile loop

Hiking Time- 2 hours

Elevation Gain- 800 feet

Summary of hike- Garzas Canyon is a steam filled canyon bisecting Garland Ranch. The Garzas Canyon Trail heads up the lush
garden-like canyon past rock-lined pools and numerous creek crossings. The hike ends in Redwood Canyon, a remote side canyon
with clusters of towering redwoods.

Diving Directions- From Highway 1 in Carmel, take Carmel Valley Road, and drive 8.6 miles to the Garland Ranch Regional Park
parking lot on the right.

Hiking Distance- 1.8 mile loop

Hiking Time- 1 hour

Elevation Gain- 350 feet

Summary of hike- The Iris trail winds through the forested eastern slopes of Jack Peak, the highest point on the Monterey Peninsula.
The hike returns on the Rhus Trail, meandering through Monterey pine and coastal oak forests in the center portion of the park. A
mat of spongy pine needles carpet the path through the cool, pastoral surroundings.

Driving Directions- From Highway 1 in Monterey, take the Highway 68 east/ Salinas Exit and drive 1.6 miles to the signed turnoff for
Jacks Peak Park at Olmstead Road. Turn right and continue 1 mile to Jack Peak Drive. Turn left and drive 1.2 miles to the entrance
station and the road split. Turn left and follow the park road 0.4 to the east Picnic parking area at the end of the road.

These hikes are demand driven and if no one signs up they will not be regularly scheduled in the future.
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Intermediate/ Advanced-
The Intermediate/Advanced Hikes will meet at the CVAC lobby on Saturdays at 9:30 am and car pool to the hiking destinations. Partici-
pants are encouraged to sign up in advanced at the CVAC front desk. It is strongly recommended you bring plenty of water, snack/food,
proper shoes, and walking sticks. These hikes are strenuous and only recommended for serious hikers. A detailed map may be picked

up at CVAC a week prior to the hike

Hiking distance: 9 miles round trip

Hiking Time: 4 hours

Elevation gain: 1,650 feet

Hiking summary- The Old Coast Road was the primary route of travel along the mountains coastal stretch prior to 1932 when the Bixby
Bridge was opened. This hike begins at the north end of the Big Sur Valley in Andrew Molera State Park near the mouth of the Big Sur
River. The winding and breath taking route curves along hillsides with panoramic vistas of the coastline and interior -mountains. The
road slowly descends into a shaded canyon, rich with lush ferns and coastal redwoods to the Little Sur River. The road is open to the
public but the adjacent land is privately owned.

Driving directions: From highway 1 and Rio Road in Carmel, drive 21.4 miles south on Highway 1 to the signed Andrew Molera State
Park entrance. Turn right and drive down to the entrance kiosk and parking lot.

Hiking Distance: 6 mile loop

Hiking Time: 3 hours

Elevation Gain: 1,600 feet

Hiking Summary: Rocky Ridge is a 1,435-foot rounded grassy peak between Sobranes Canyon and Malpaso Canyon in Garrapata State
Park. The steep trail up to Rocky Ridge follows a dry, exposed hillside. The payoff is sweeping views of the ocean, coastline and moun-
tain. This hike is strenuous and only recommended for serious hikers.

Driving Directions: From Highway 1 and Rio Road in Carmel, drive 6.8 miles south on Highway 1 to the unsigned parking pullouts on
both sides of the road. The pullouts are located by a tin roof barn on the inland side of the highway.

Hiking Distance- 5.6 miles round trip

Hiking time- 3 hours

Elevation Gain- 1,200 feet

Hiking Summary- Little Sur River Camp sits on a scenic riverside flat amidst tanbark oak trees and towering redwoods. The hike begins
on a mountain saddle at Botchers Gap. The vehicle-restricted road winds down the canyon into the little sur watershed with magnificent
views of Pico Blanco’s north face. A series of campsites with the fire pits and benches stretch along the cascading river.

Driving Directions- From Highway 1 and Rio Road in Carmel, drive 11.1 miles south on Highway 1 to the signed Palo Colorado Road
located 0.4 miles south of Rocky Point. Turn inland and drive 7.6 miles up the winding mountain road to the Bottchers Gap parking lot at
the end of the paved road. A parking fee is required.

Hiking Distance- 5.5 miles round trip

Hiking Time- 3 hours

Elevation Gain- 1,700 feet

Summary of Hike- This loop hike lies on the southeast end, a lightly hiked area, of Garland Ranch. The trail steeply ascends the moun-
tain to Vasquez Ridge at an overlook with a bench. The path follows the ridge, overlooking Hitchcock Canyon and Carmel Valley, then
returns through an oak-filled and spring fed canyon beneath the ridge.

These hikes are demand driven and if no one signs up they will not be regularly scheduled in the future.



