
CVAC March Hiking Schedule
For more information call us at 831-624-2737

Beginning/Intermediate
The Beginning/Intermediate hikes will meet at the base of the hiking trail Monday mornings at 8:30 am. Participants are 
encouraged to sign up ahead of time at the front desk. It is recommended that participants bring plenty of water, snack/
food, proper hiking shoes, and a walking stick if needed. A detailed map may be picked up at CVAC a week prior to the
 hike

March 1st  – Soberanes Point Trails, Garrapata State Park
Hiking Distance- 1.8 mile loop
Hiking Time- 1 hour
Elevation Gain: 200 feet
Summary of hike-The undeveloped Garrapata State Park stretches along four miles of scenic coastline and extends into the inland moun-
tains. These costal bluffs trails along Soberanes Point lead to a myriad of crenelated coves, hidden beaches, and rocky points. Soberanes 
Point, a popular whale-watching spot, is a serrated headland backed by Whale Peak, a 280-foot hill overlooking the Pacific. The trail 
circles the headland, then climbs Whale Peak. From the summit are 360-degree panoramic views from Yankee Point in the north to Point 
Sur in the south. 
Driving Directions- From Highway 1 and Rio Road in Carmel, drive 6.8 miles south on Highway 1 to the unsigned parking pullouts on both 
sides of the road. The pullouts are located by a tin roof barn on the inland side of the highway. 

March 8th – North Shore Trail, Point Lobos State Reserve
Hiking Distance- 2.8 miles round trip
Hiking Time- 1.5 hours
Elevation Gain- 250 feet
Summary of Hike- The North Shore Trail follows the exposed rugged northern headlands past sheer granite cliffs and coves in Point Lobos 
State Reserve. A spur trial leads to an overlook of Guillermot Island, a rocky offshore nesting site for seabirds. A second spur trail leads to 
Cypress Cove and Old Veteran, a windswept, gnarled Monterey cypress clinging to the cliffs of the cove. The main trail winds through a 
canopy of Monterey Pines and cypress draped with veils of lichen. 
Driving Directions- From Highway 1 and Rio Road in Carmel drive 2.2 miles south on Highway 1 to the signed Point Lobos State Reserve 
entrance. Parking will be on the right or left sides of Highway 1. CVAC group will gather at the entrance gate

March 15th - North Shore Trail, Point Lobos State Reserve
Hiking Distance- 2.8 miles round trip
Hiking Time- 1.5 hours
Elevation Gain- 250 feet
Summary of Hike- The North Shore Trail follows the exposed rugged northern headlands past sheer granite cliffs and coves in Point Lobos 
State Reserve. A spur trial leads to an overlook of Guillermot Island, a rocky offshore nesting site for seabirds. A second spur trail leads to 
Cypress Cove and Old Veteran, a windswept, gnarled Monterey cypress clinging to the cliffs of the cove. The main trail winds through a 
canopy of Monterey Pines and cypress draped with veils of lichen. 
Driving Directions- From Highway 1 and Rio Road in Carmel drive 2.2 miles south on Highway 1 to the signed Point Lobos State Reserve 
entrance. Parking will be on the right or left sides of Highway 1. CVAC group will gather at the entrance gate

March 22nd  – Lupine Loop, Garland Ranch Regional Park
Hiking Distance- 1.4 mile loop
Hiking Time 45 mins
Elevation gain 100 feet
Summary of Hike- The Lupine Loop is an easy hike that circles lupine Meadow. The riverside meadow is covered in grasses and wildflow-
ers and is dotted with cottonwoods, oaks, sycamores and pines. The willow-lined banks of the Carmel River border the east side of the 
meadow. The Sycamore and Cottonwood trails meander through the meadow, offering variations to your route. 
Driving Directions- From Highway 1 in Carmel, take Carmel Valley Road, and drive 8.6 miles to the Garland Ranch Regional Park parking 
lot on the right. 

March 29th   - Coffeeberry-Lower Ridge- Pine Loop, Jacks Peak County Park
Hiking Distance- 2.2 mile loop
Hiking Time- 1 hour
Elevation Gain- 350 feet
Summary of Hike- This hike begins on Skyline Nature Trail, passing a scenic overlook of Monterey Bay. The Coffeeberry Trail descends the 
northern slope of jack Peak to the parks north boundary. The Lower Ridge Trail, an old ranch road skirts the boundary on the lush Cliffside 
dense with ferns and vines. Views extend across Monterey Peninsula to the bay.  
Driving Directions- From Highway 1 in Monterey, take the Highway 68 East/Salinas/ exit and drive 1.6 miles to the signed turnoff for 
Jacks Peak Drive. Turn left and drive 1.2 miles to the entrance station and road split. Turn and follow the park road .6 miles to the Jacks 
Peak parking area at the end of the road. An entrance fee is required. 
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Intermediate/ Advanced
The Intermediate/Advanced Hikes will meet at the CVAC lobby on Saturdays at 9:30 am and car pool to the hiking des-
tinations. Participants are encouraged to sign up in advanced at the CVAC front desk. It is strongly recommended you 
bring plenty of water, snack/food, proper shoes, and walking sticks. These hikes are strenuous and only recommended 
for serious hikers. A detailed map may be picked up at CVAC a week prior to the hike. 

March 6th  - Rocky Ridge- Sobranes Canyon Loop, Garrapata State Park
Hiking Distance: 6 mile loop
Hiking Time: 3 hours
Elevation Gain: 1,600 feet
Hiking Summary: Rocky Ridge is a 1,435-foot rounded grassy peak between Sobranes Canyon and Malpaso Canyon in Garrapata 
State Park. The steep trail up to Rocky Ridge follows a dry, exposed hillside. The payoff is sweeping views of the ocean, coastline and 
mountain. This hike is strenuous and only recommended for serious hikers. 
Driving Directions: From Highway 1 and Rio Road in Carmel, drive 6.8 miles south on Highway 1 to the unsigned parking pullouts on 
both sides of the road. The pullouts are located by a tin roof barn on the inland side of the highway. 

March 13th - Snivley Ridge- Sky Loop, Garland Ranch Regional Park
Hiking Distance- 6 mile loop
Hiking Time- 3 hours
Elevation Gain- 1,600
Summary of Hike: Garland Park stretches from the willow-lined Carmel River to the crest of Santa Lucia Range. This hike begins at 
the river and through oak woodlands to Snively’s Ridge at the mountain crest, 1,600 feet above Carmel Valley. From the ridge are 
sweeping, unobstructed birds-eye views of Carmel Valley, the Monterey Peninsula, Salinas and the interior Santa Lucia Mountains. 
Portions of Snivley’s Ridge Trail are tirelessly steep and require frequent rest stops.
Driving Directions- From Highway 1 in Carmel, take Carmel Valley Road, and drive 8.6 miles to the Garland Ranch Regional Park 
parking lot on the right.

March 20th - East Ridge- Eagle Peak- Toyon Ridge Loop, Toro County Park
Hiking Distance- 6.4 miles round trip
Hiking Time- 3 hours
Elevation Gain- 1,400 feet
Summary of Hike- This loop leads to Eagle Peak, a grassy 1,607-foot knoll at the top of Cougar Ridge in Toro County park. From the 
peak are 360-degree panoramas extending from Salinas Valley to Monterey Bay. The trail leads through oak woodlands, chaparral 
ridges, and grassland meadows with wild flowers and overlooks of forested canyons. 
 Driving Directions- From highway 1 in Monterey, take the Highway 68 East/ Salinas exit, and drive 11.6 miles to the signed turnoff 
for Toro Park on Portola Drive. Turn right and continue a short distance to the park entrance station. Follow the park road 0.1 mile to 
the park office turnoff by the flagpole. Turn left and continue 0.1 mile to a road split. Park in the lot on the right. 

March 27th - Snivley Ridge- Sky Loop, Garland Ranch Regional Park
Hiking Distance- 6 mile loop
Hiking Time- 3 hours
Elevation Gain- 1,600
Summary of Hike: Garland Park stretches from the willow-lined Carmel River to the crest of Santa Lucia Range. This hike begins at 
the river and through oak woodlands to Snively’s Ridge at the mountain crest, 1,600 feet above Carmel Valley. From the ridge are 
sweeping, unobstructed birds-eye views of Carmel Valley, the Monterey Peninsula, Salinas and the interior Santa Lucia Mountains. 
Portions of Snivley’s Ridge Trail are tirelessly steep and require frequent rest stops.
Driving Directions- From Highway 1 in Carmel, take Carmel Valley Road, and drive 8.6 miles to the Garland Ranch Regional Park 

parking lot on the right.


